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To the untrained eye El Moro looks like a friendly set of rolling hills, but don’t let El Moro fool you.  
Many of her super-wide “fire trails” accommodate professional football and basketball players in 
training, cross-country teams and marathon and triathlon greats. There are also many trails that 
accommodate beginner hikers and children as well.  The park is a mass of long, steep inclines and 
rollercoaster hills with names such as “Elevator” (one you definitely want to struggle up instead of 
down) and “Poles” (a 400-foot vertical hill that some people take to crawling up with absolutely no fear 
of recrimination).  El Moro also throws down single-track careening challenges to professional BMXers 
and the internationally known “Radicals” (aka: RADS), a mountain bike racing fraternity based in 
Laguna Beach.  Regular sightings may include: People, rabbits, slow-moving mountain bikers 
struggling uphill, hurtling (but ever-polite) bikers coming down a steep hill, rattlesnakes, red fox, mule 
deer, and coyotes. 
 
Submitted by: Diane Armitage, OCHC Member, from www.HotSpotsInLagunaBeach.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They will not seek you out and chase you down.  Instead, they generally prefer to retreat.  If a snake is 
encountered on the trail, here are some tips to keep safe and allow the snake to slither away.  

Hiking safety and rattlesnakes 

Don't hike alone:  Never hike alone, any emergency in the outdoors will require help. 

Identification:  Rattlesnakes are usually brown, tan or reddish with a distinctive pattern on their backs and a 
rattle at the tip of their tails. However, the rattle can be missing, so give all snakes a wide berth.  

When a snake is coiled and ready to strike, it will vibrate the tail and make the signature warning sound. More 
commonly, these snakes are uncoiled and silent. Average length can be 2.5 to 3.5 feet and larger. The babies 
are born (not hatched) and might be as small as a few inches. 

Keep your distance:  Rattlesnakes use their strike to catch prey, but if frightened, they will strike as a defensive 
measure. A rattlesnake can strike 1.5 times its body length even when uncoiled.  

Almost all snake bites are due to human interference — because people want a closer look. Statistics show that 
men are the most likely to incur a snake bite, because they often try to catch the snake. Picking up a 
rattlesnake is an exceptionally bad idea. (Guys, are you listening?) 

Keep your eyes open:  You are walking in their living room, so keep your eyes on the trail in front of you and 
don't stray into the brush or vegetation. Stay away from vegetation on the side of the trail where a snake might 
be sleeping (you wouldn't like it if someone stepped on you while you were asleep).  

If you see a snake, quickly move away and give it a wide berth of 10 feet or more. 

Warmth is Required:  Rattlesnakes are cold blooded and rely on the warmth of the sun to keep warm. Thus, 
you will not see them on cold days. However, you may find them in sunny patches; sunning themselves on a 
rock or trail. Their preferred outdoor temperature is between 70 and 90 degrees. 

Time of day:  They feed on small mammals, birds and lizards and the preferred feeding times are morning, 
evening and nighttime if it's warm enough. Rattlesnakes do us a service by keeping the rodent population 
down. 

Stay away from the babies: Baby snakes are small and cute, but they cannot control their venom sacks, so 
one bite can deliver a lethal dose to the victim.  

Baby rattlers are seen in the springtime and are small enough to hide under a leaf the size of your hand. 

The odds of being bitten by a snake while in the outdoors are close to zero if you are alert to where you are 
walking and if you leave them alone.  However, some people risk being bitten by taking a closer look, taking 
pictures, or even deliberately provoking the snake. 

If you are bitten by a snake, the venom toxicity is high and can be lethal; immediate attention from a medical 
professional is required. Both dogs and people are susceptible to snake bites, so keep Fido on a leash in 
wildlife areas. It also is wise to know which hospitals and veterinarians stock antivenom in your area. 

For more information on rattle snakes please go to: oc-hiking.com/hikesafe_california_poisonous_snakes 
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The good news about rattlesnakes in Orange 
County is that they don't want to see you just 
as much as you don't want to see them.   

The Southern California rattlesnakes fit the 
culture; they are laid-back and prefer to chill in 
the sun.  
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HIKE ORGANIZERS WANTED 
 
Would you like to share the outdoors with 

others? We are accepting applications 
for: 

 
1. Dog Walks  

2. Out of town hikes 
3. Beginning to moderate hikes 

 
Please click on the link below, fill out the 
Hike Organizer Application and email to: 

Newsletter@OC-Hiking.com�
------------------ 

http://www.oc-hiking.com/volunteers.htm  
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Sometimes the Best Shot is the One You Didn't Get! 

Submitted by: Ernie Slone, OCHC Member 

A trip to Australia was filled with adventures, including a memorable morning hike in Daintree, the world's 
oldest rainforest.  A guide had cautioned that pythons, some over 20 feet, had recently popped out of 
toilets along the trail. This of course was in my thoughts as I stopped at a men's room.   

Suddenly a cry went up: SNAKE! SNAKE!  I looked down but the snakes were coiled on a beam above.  
Their heads were turned away so I moved close snapping away and making clucking sounds. Then a 
voice at the door insisted, "Please step away.''  Reluctantly I retreated. "You are lucky,'' the ranger said.  
"Those are venomous Night Tiger Snakes, which are 'ready strikers.' If you had gotten them to turn, they 
are extremely aggressive and would have hit before you could flinch.''  Sometimes the best shot is the 
one you didn't get. 
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 Interested in Advertising? 
 

Ad space is now available 
 

For more information please contact:  
Suki Reed, President  

Newsletter@OC-Hiking.com  


