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OC Mountains to Sea Trail (Mountains Portion) by Jim Allen, OCHC Member 
 

 
The OC Mountains to Sea Trail is a 22 mile long combination of hiking and biking paths that travel from the OC foothills 
to the Pacific Ocean. The trail follows former Irvine Company land through the cities of Anaheim, Orange, Tustin, 
Irvine, and Newport Beach.  This report discusses the “mountain” portion of the trail as it passes through four OC 
parks: Weir Canyon, Santiago Oaks, Irvine Regional, and Peters Canyon. This stretch of trail is 12.2 miles and is on 
multi-use hiking paths.  
 
The trail is extremely scenic but rugged as there is almost 3,000’ feet of elevation gain and 3,500’ of elevation loss. 
Expect to get the heart rate up on several short but steep hills sprinkled throughout the hike. You can also expect to 
see wildlife as deer; hawks, owls, coyotes, and bobcat make these wilderness parks their home. As this is typical 
Southern California chaparral country, there is little shade for almost the entire 12 miles. Do this hike early in the 
morning or evening and not in the dead of summer. 
 
Details 
This is a one way (point to point) hike. Therefore, you will need to arrange for a drop off and pickup or park one car at 
the end of the trail and then drive a second to the trailhead. This is a wilderness hike for most part but there are 
bathroom facilities at Irvine Regional Park about 8 miles into the hike.  
 
The end of the trail is at Cedar Grove Park in Tustin Ranch. It is located at the corner of Pioneer Rd and Pioneer Way, 
off Jamboree Road. From the North, take Chapman/Santiago Canyon Road to Jamboree and go south. Turn right on 
Pioneer and follow Pioneer to the park on the right side of Pioneer.   
 
From the South, take the 5 fwy north to Tustin Ranch Road. Turn right and go North on Tustin Ranch. Turn left on 
Pioneer Way and the park is right there.  Park one car here. 
 
The trailhead is on Hidden Canyon Road in Anaheim Hills. From Santiago Canyon Road in Orange, head North on 
Cannon Street and turn right on Serrano. Follow Serrano past Nohl Ranch Road to Hidden Canyon. Turn right on 
Hidden Canyon and follow until the road dead ends at the trailhead.  
 
From the 91 freeway in Anaheim Hills, exit at Weir Canyon and go south to Serrano. In about 2 miles you will see 
Hidden Canyon on the left. This is a residential area so be careful where you park. 
 
Trail Description 
Section 1: Weir Canyon Loop, 3.95 miles 
The Weir Canyon Loop is an up and down trail that is very scenic. While it has some hills most are not terribly steep. 
Total gain and loss for this portion is 1,100’ gain and 1,100’ loss.  
 
Section 2: Santiago Oaks to Irvine Park, 2.2 miles 
This section starts back at the original trailhead on Hidden Canyon. Instead of going left towards Weir Canyon, you 
head right following the signs for Santiago Oaks Regional Park. This section follows the Anaheim Hills trail for a little 
over a mile until you intersect the signed Deer trail coming in from the left. The Deer trail is the longest climb of the 
hike though it is well graded and not terribly tough. The total climb is about 300’ over 7/10 of a mile. This trail is aptly 
named as I have seen mule deer hanging out on the north side of the canyon several times. 
 
Section 3: Irvine Park & Jamboree Road to Peters Canyon, 2.9 miles 
This trail is technically a continuation of Barham Ridge (also called Chutes by mountain bikers). You will see the Villa 
Park Dam and a wetlands area below the trail on the right.  
 
Section 4: Peters Canyon to Cedar Grove Park, 3.1 miles 
This is the homestretch leg of the hike with just one major (steep) obstacle left to tackle. From the corner of Canyon 
View and Jamboree (about the 9 mile mark) you will see the entrance to Peters Canyon Park. Take the trail leading 
into the park (the Lake View Trail) through a nicely shaded tunnel of willows and cottonwoods that roughly parallels 
Jamboree.  
 
For more information: http://www.irvinecompany.com/Our-Legacy/forever-wild/mountains-to-sea-trail.aspx 
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